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Being born near the Angkor complex, it was 
natural to pursue a degree in archaeology to 
answer questions such as how, when, and 
why these temples were built and what was 
the relationship between them and the 
construction of the empire. My PhD research 
focuses on the relationship between the 
institutionalized religion and the 
pre-Angkorian state formation and how it 
materialized in the archaeological records. I 
use settlement pattern , ceramic, as well as 
historical data to elucidate the process of 
state formation at a pre-Angkorian regional 
center of Thala Borivat. This research 
contributes to better understand early state 
formation in Southeast Asia and beyond. 
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OMAP 2009 (Kaoh Andel district, Takeo Province, Cambodia) working in 
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GAP 2010: Explaining stratigraphy at Ta Prahm 

Additionally, I have conducted research 
with Dr. Miriam Stark through LOMAP in 
the Mekong Delta and the Greater Angkor 
Project in Angkor region since 2004. Our 
latest work, assisted by LiDAR data, 
focuses on excavating habitation areas 
selected from series of mounds planted 
within a grid system inside of the Angkor 
Wat enclosure. 
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Nathaniel and Dr. Kirch during our work in Palehu Helau in Makakilo Mapping during the North Shore Field School 

As a practicing archaeologist, my focus has been on bottle and ceramic identification to 
help build a representative collection and possible dates for site habitation during the 
historic period in Hawaii. My work was recently featured in an article in the 
Star-Advertiser entitled "Message in a Bottle" (9/15/2013) based on the high 
concentration of ceramics and bottle glass found in the Kakaako area, helping identify 
possible ethnic backgrounds of inhabitants, uses, and chronologies. 


